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formed in no better way than by imitating Bonnal.
The Leonard and Gertrude appealed especially to the ro-
manticism of the period, and constituted Pestalozzi's one
popular success in literature. It was, however, taken
simply as an interesting story, and the author's sugges-
tions for social, political, and educational reform were
generally passed over.1

His School at Stanz and the Observational Methods

During the last decade of his life at Neuhof , Pestalozzi At fifty-t
was too busy warding off poverty and starvation to write
or develop his principles.   But in 1798 a turn in political

fortunes gave him another opportunity to test his theories 'm the Ursu~
line convent
by actual practice. In that year Switzerland came under at stanz.
the control of the French revolutionists, and the inde-
pendent cantons were united in- a Helvetic Republic
under a * directorate' like that in France. As this move-
ment promised reform, Pestalozzi enthusiastically sup-
ported it. He was in turn offered patronage by the new
government, but he asked only for a school in which he
might carry out his principles. While the authorities
were settling upon a site near his home, an unexpected
occurrence brought him instead to the village of Stanz.
The Catholic community in this place had refused to
1 See footnote 2 on p. 126. His attempt to formulate Ms views in a
thoroughly philosophical way by his Inquiry into the Course of Nature in
the Development of the Human Race must have met with very little success.